
General PTO Meeting Minutes

Friday, November 20, 2015, 9:15 a.m.
Location: Willowbrook LMC
Note Taker:  Grace Zuercher

President’s Report    (Becky Fliegel presented.)

Upcoming dates:
• Dec 11 – Spirit Wear Breakfast
• Dec 18 – District Holiday Sing and classroom holiday parties
• Jan 23 – Wake Up Willowbrook Pancake Breakfast 
• Jan 29 – Movie Night
• Feb 20 – Parent Social Event

Principal’s Report
School Improvement Plan
A School Improvement Plan is created every year. The District sets a vision and the 
schools do their parts to make the vision happen.

http://blog.d30.me/scarlson/2015/11/20/school-improvement-plan/

Test framework – we do not test too much. Accountability and testing are good, but we 
need to have good tools. Preliminary PARCC test scores are in. The results are very 
raw and there isn’t any interpretive analysis at this point. The public release of these 
scores may take place in mid-December.

At school, we also do formative assessments. There is real-tie feedback and teachers 
can be make changes accordingly.

Standardized tests given at Willowbrook:
• MAP – Measures growth in math and reading over time.  Very helpful to see 

growth over years.
• COGAT – Predictive measure of achievement. It is not an IQ test.
• ACCESS – For students who have identified as speaking a 2nd language at 

home. ELL students. The goal is for students to eventually pass out of these 
tests and services.

• IL Science – For 4th grade. This test may take place in the spring.
• PARCC – One testing window this year (April). Focus on math and reading. Test 

will be reduced by 90 minutes from last year’s test.  From the raw data received 
from last spring’s PARCC test, Willowbrook and District 30 as a whole did well 
when compared to other schools in the township.

http://blog.d30.me/scarlson/2015/11/20/school-improvement-plan/


Fall MAP test
Willowbrook students are significantly outperforming the national mean in both math 
and reading. At Willowbrook, reading scores are good, but are relatively weak 
compared to math scores. 

School Improvement Plan at a Glance
(Please refer to attached document – Willowbrook School’s SIP-at-a-Glance 2015-
2016)

There are many important goals that the school can focus on. There are 4 most 
important goals that the school will be focusing on this year.

1) Reading workshop
2) Math workshop
3) Full-day kindergarten
4) MAP test individual growth targets 60%

Scott also handed out an article called “Comprehension At The Core.”

General Items
Student identity – Every student is an individual and also a part of the Willowbrook 
community.  

There is a preliminary idea to have a sculpture project to capture this idea. Mr. Barker 
and Ms. Sendaydiego are working on this. Possibly engage the kids in the conversation 
in January, and start creating the sculptures in late February. The designs are very 
much still up in the air.

Character matters – good test scores are important, but character is who you are when 
no one is looking.  Encouraging good character needs to be continually nurtured.

Q&A Time
Physical school improvements – Willowbrook had major improvements two years ago. 
This past summer, Wescott had big improvements (roof and floors). Maple will likely be 
next for a big improvement. At Willowbrook, we are thinking about creating a prairie 
garden or vegetable garden.

Author visits – Recent visits from authors received a good response from students.  A 
parent asked if we could have more than one per year. This year’s author visit was a tie-
in with our Scholastic book fair partnership. Parents are always welcome to attend any 
“artist in residence” assemblies at school.

Next Meeting
February 20th, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.

http://www.district30.org/willowbrook/documents/comp-at-the-core.pdf
http://www.district30.org/willowbrook/documents/WB_SIP_at-a-glance2015-2016.pdf
http://www.district30.org/willowbrook/documents/WB_SIP_at-a-glance2015-2016.pdf

